


Pre-development

In Franklin and Jackson's Plan of Singapore (1830), Senoko was referred to as the "River
Simko" or Sungei Senoko in Malay. What is known as Sungei Sembawang today is a result of
the merging of Sungei Sembawang and Sungei Senoko. In the 1920s, a long canal, called the
“New Cut” brought the two rivers together. Later in 1970s, the swamps around Sungei Senoko
was reclaimed to create an industrial area. Sungei Senoko was also canalized and
straightened and was then known as Sungei Sembawang, although mouth of the river is that
of Sungei Senoko. In 1985-1986, canalisation of Sungei Sembawang further destroyed the
remaining mangroves.'
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Sungei Senoko in the 1945 map of Singapore
(Source: https://libmaps.nus.edu.sg/)

Sungei Senoko in the 1987 map of Singapore (Source:
https://libmaps.nus.edu.sg/)

On 10 January 1990, it was reported that Jurong Town Corporation (JTC) would be building
factories at Senoko South.

NEO CORPORATION SECURES ONE CONTRACT WORTH $19m

JTC expected to build 47
new-generation factories

The Business Times, 20 January 1990 (Source: NewspaperSG)

' https://habitatnews.nus.edu.sg/heritage/sembawang/sgsemb_senoko.html



The Conservation Proposal

Conservation Proposal for Senoko (Sungei Sembawang) was written and published in 1990.
It was published by Mr Lim Kim Seng (Bird Group), illustrated by Mr Sutari bin Supari, in
consultation with Prof P.N Avadhani (Singapore Branch Chairman), Mr Clive Briffett (Bird
Group Chairman), Mr Richard Hale, Dr Ho Hua Chew, Mr Lim Kim Keang (Bird Group
Secretary), Dr Rexon Ngim, Mr R. Subharaj, and Mr Sutari bin Supari.

The habitats in Senoko included mangrove, brackish and freshwater ponds, grassland,
reedbeds, scrub, secondary forest, orchard, riverine vegetation and rubber plantation.
Various habitats provided different types of food source to support different life forms.

CONSERVATION - PROPOSAL
FOR |
SENOKO (SUNGEI SEMBAWANG)

This proposal recommends the establishment of a nature
A L e i reserve in the Sungei Sembawang area, called Senoko by 1local

Malayan Nature Society # A

(Singapore Branch Bird Group) “ naturalists and 1ying to the north of Singapore, east of the

Johore Causeway. This site is well known as Singapore’s richest
CATTLE EGRET single locality for birds, with 181 species, or 57% of the entire

Singapore avifauna, recorded to date, including 2 internally
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/ %LI" GREY HERON . threatened birds, 18 locally endangered species, and 55 species

of waterfowl. It is also an important sanctuary for resident
herons and migratory shorebirds. The area has served and is well-

BLACK-CROWNED known as a bird and nature study site for students and wildlife

NIGHT - HERON

organizations. It is at this very moment endangered 1in its
southwestern sector by development, where a JTC project for an
industrial site is underway. The prese"vat'ion of this area would
not only save a very important and popular bird site, enriching
Singapore’s birdlife, but would also provide Singaporeans with
a beautiful natural environment for leisurely outdoor

recreations.
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Key Conservation Factors

Senoko is well known as Singapore’s richest single locality for birds. 181 species, which was
57% of the entire Singapore’s avifauna then, were recorded. Of these, 2 nationally threatened
birds, 18 locally endangered species and 55 species of waterfowls were amongst the list. It is
important for resident herons and migratory shorebirds.

Lying in between Sungei Buloh/Kranji and Pasir Ris, Grey Herons, Purple Herons,
Black-crowned Night-herons were sighted to be using Senoko as a stop-over between these
sites. Senoko also served to reduce the load of each site for feeding and roosting.
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Flyway of the Herons (Source: Nature Society Singapore)
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Proposed Nature Reserve

Area A has the largest pond and concentration of birds. It has been proposed to have hides
to allow visitors to view the birds. Area B consists of mangrove and secondary forest. While
part of the mangrove was already destroyed by reclamation, the remaining mangrove was
still substantial and viable for birds as a roosting and breeding ground. Other parts of the
proposal includes a buffer zone and amenities such as visitor centre and car park.

Proposed nature reserve (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



Stakeholder Engagements

On 3 October 1990, the Conservation Proposal was sent to then-Minister BG Lee Hsien
Loong of Ministry of Trade and Industry (MTI) and then-Minister Mr S. Dhanabalan of
Ministry of National Development (MND), to appeal to stop the reclamation along the
mangrove and forest wedge.

s o nl nig
MALAYAN NATURE SOCIETY
(Singapore Branch)

c/o Department of Botany,
National University of Singapore,
Lower Kent Ridge Road,
Singapore 0511,

BG (RES) Lee Hsien Loong
Minister of Trade and Industry

Ministry of Trade and Industry 3 October 1990

Dear Minister,

Ref: Conservation Proposal for Senoko

Enclosed is a copy of our Conservation Proposal for Senoko
submitted for your consideration. The site is highly important for
the densitfy and variety as well the many rarities of birdlife
that it harbours. It is right now endangered by a JTC project in
its south-western sector. We appeal to you to halt the reclamation
going in the northern direction, along the mangrove and forest
wedge on the western side of Sungei Sembawang, to allow a reprieve
for this proposal to be properly assessed. We are keen to provide
you or your representative with a guided tour of the area if
required.

We look forward to your decision.. Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Ho Hua Chew [Tel1:7726098(0)/4571196(h)]
Co-ordinator, Bird Conservation Committee
Malayan Nature Society ( Singapore Branch )
cc:

First Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of National Development

Ambassador-at-Large

JTC, URA, HDB

i B Y <raYal f N4 &
MALAYAN NATURE SOCIETY
(Singapore Brancl)
c¢/0 Department of Botany,
National University of Singaporo,
Lower Kent Ridge Road,
Singaporo 0511,
Mr. 8. Dhanabalan
Minister of National Devolopmont

Ministry of National Development 3 Octobor 1990

Dear Minister,
Ref: Conservation Proposal for Senoko
Enclosed is a copy of our Conservation Proposal for Sonoko
submitted for your consideration. The site is highly important for
the density and variety as well the many rarities of birdlife that
it harbours. It is right now endangered by a JTC project in its
south-western sector. We appeal to you to halt the roclamation
going in the northern direction, along the mangrove and forest
wedge on the western side of Sungei Sembawang, to allow a reprieve
for this proposal to be properly assessed. We are keen to provide
you or your representative with a guided tour of the area if
required.
We look forward to your decision. Thank you.
Yours sincerely,
(77
Dr. Ho Hua Chew [Te1:7726098(0)/4571196(h)]
Co-ordinator, Bird Conservation Committee
Malayan Nature Society ( Singapore Branch )
cc:
First Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Trade and Industry
Ambassador-at-Large

JTC, URA, HDB,PRD

Cover letters from MNSSB, enclosing the conservation proposal to MTI and MND (Source: Nature Society

Singapore)



On 12 December 1990, MTI responded and indicated that Area A was still largely
undeveloped and that “the Government is supportive of your proposal to preserve this as a
bird sanctuary”. It was also believed that birds in Area B had migrated to Area A.

MINISTRY OF TRADE & INDUSTRY
8 Shenton Way #48-01

Treasury Building
MTI 35/1'001 Pt3 Singapore 0106
‘wm VAt a" 3 REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Telephone: 2259911
Cable Add: TRADE INDUSTRY. SINGAPORE
21 Dec 90 FAX: 3209260  Telex: MTI RS24702

Dr Ho Hua Chew
Coordinator,

Bird Conservation Committee
Malayan Nature Society
(Singapore Branch)

Dear Dr Ho
i CONSERVATION OF SENOKO AREA AS BIRD SANCTUARY

1. Thank you for your letter to the Minister for Trade and Industry dated
3 Oct 90 proposing that the Senoko area around Sungei Sembawang be preserved
as a bird sanctuary. We have referred your letter to the Ministries of National
Development and the Environment.

2, The area delineated in your proposal was divided into Areas A and B
on the eastern and western banks of Sungei Sembawang respzctively. Area A,
the larger site, remains undeveloped. The Government is supportive of your
proposal to preserve this as a bird sanctuary. We will give you a fuller response
after our study is completed.

3. Area B, the smaller site on the western bank of Sungei Sembawang,

has already been substantially cleared by JTC for its industrial development.
—. Jurong Bird Park's officers have investigated and found that there were no signs
¥ of nesting birds in the area. They think that any birds feeding within this area
are likely to have migrated to the neighbouring undeveloped Area A. In light of
this, Government has decided to proceed with the development of this area for
industry. However, Jurong Bird Park will be advising Jurong Town Corporation
on how to minimise interference to birds in the affected and neighbouring areas.

4. I thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.
Yours faithfully,

o ‘g

S
LAT SECK KHUI

DEPUTY SECRETARY

for PERMANENT SECRETARY

P
MINISTRY OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY ?})’

Letter from MTI to MNSSB (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



On 6 March 1991, MNSSB thanked MTI for considering the proposal and provided an
updated survey of Area B. MNSSB also proposed to convene a meeting to discuss further.

’~ " MALAYAN NATURE SOCIETY

(Singapore Branch)
c/o Departrent of Botany,
National University of Singapore,
Lower Kent Ridge Road,
Singapore 0511.
B.G. Lee Hsien Loong
Minister of Trade and Industry
8 Shenton Way #48-01

Treasury Building g
Singapore 6 March 1991

Dear Minister,
Conservation of Area B of Senoko as Bird Sanctuary

Thank you for your letter of Dec 21, 1990, informing our Society
that JTC will be proceeding with i1ts development in Core Area B
(as demarcated in the sketch-map in our Proposal submitted
earlier). We would like, however, to make an appeal to you to
preserve whatever is left of Area B for the following
considerations:

)

1. Despite the fact that 30% to 40% of Area B is already
reclaimed, a large part of the original mangroves as well as the
palm forest, which is rare in Singapore, is still untouched.

2. The MNS Bird Group has made an updated survey of Area B and
had recorded a total of 53 species of birds using the area, a
significant number of which are birds that are dependent on the
mangrove habitat for survival.This does not exhaust all that can
be found within this locality.

3. A significant number of species that are found feeding in Area
A resort to the mangroves in Area B for roosting, such as the
Black-crowned Night Heron, a group of which has taken refuge here
after the disturbance (fogging) of their heronry at Yishun/Khatib
last year.

RS 4. There are 7 endangered species recorded within Area B and

- these are: the Magpie Robin, the Straw-headed Bulbul, the Plain
Sunbird, the Ruddy Kingfisher, the Mangrove Whistler, the Copper-
throated Sunbird and the White-chested Babbler.

5. In the mangrove that remains, a pair of the rare White-chested
Babbler was recorded in our updated survey. Another pair was
recorded in the palm forest prior to the survey. This makes Area
B ornithologically important for at least two pairs of this rare
species have its residence here.

wWe would like to thank you for giving us your consideration and
would appreciate it if we could meet with your Ministry to
discuss this matter further. Thank you.

CC: Prime Minister
Minister of Natjonal Development
Minister of Environment
JTC, URA
Yours faithfully,

3 Hua Chew
hairman
MNS Conservation Committee

Letter from MNSSB to MTI (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



Stakeholder Engagements

Jurong Town Corporation (JTC) engagement: In a meeting on June 1991 with JTC, Nature

Society (Singapore) (NSS) expressed concerns regarding JTC’s plan for a pipeline running
running through the area along Sungei Sembawang. It was stressed that the pipeline should
run along the western edge of the mangrove (what we have labelled as Core Area B in the
Conservation Proposal) to the west of the Sungei Sembawang and it was agreed.

Urban Redevelopment Agency (URA) engagement: In a meeting on 9 July 1991, regarding the

tentative housing plan for the area, it was highlighted that the developments should avoid the
core areas to the east (Area A) and west (Area B) of Sg Sembawang.

Restricted
17 July 1991

Malayan Nature Society (Singapore Branch)

Conservation Committee: Progress Report 2

3. Senocko

The Chairman of JTC was shown around Sencko on a Sunday in June
1991. Evelyn Lim-Eng, Clive Briffett and R. Subharaj were
present. The Chairman was impressed according to some members.
A meeting was held on 9 July 1991 with Mr. Wong Chiew Yii of URA
concerning Senoko, during which it was learnt that the remaining
part of area B together with a portion of land already reclaimed
to the south plus the pond area in A inclusive of a narrow
stretch along the eastern side of Sungei Sembawang will be
preserved. Please see map attached. There is a plan for the

N pipeline to be constructed along the western boundary of area B.

= This is yet to be finalised by URA with the other authorities
concerned. An HDB estate with 27,000 units is planned for the
grassland and parkland falling outside the proposed area. Mr.
Wong has requested a written statement of the Committee’s
position on the URA proposal unveiled. The HDB Plan may be
initiated in 5 years time. MNS members present: Ho Hua Chew and
Lim Kim Keang.

MNSSB Conservation Committee progress report on 17 July 1991 (Source: Nature Society
Singapore)



Stakeholder Engagements

SMRT Corporation engagement: In June 1991, the SMRT also announced in The Straits
Times that the new MRT line would be diverted to to avoid intrusion into the core nature areas
proposed.

'MRT line to be diverted to
preserve Senoko bird haven
l WOOdlaI_l_dS k;.ow MRT will avoid Senoko Woodiinds East, Woodlands

Central, Woodlands West. the

The Straits Times, 20 June 1991 (Source: NewspaperSG)

URA's Masterplan: Living the Next Lap: In September 1991, Senoko was also designated as a
nature park/bird sanctuary




Request to Manage Senoko

A request to manage Senoko was sent to Mr S. Dhanabalan, then-Minister of National

Development, on 13 July 1992.

The Nature Society (Singapore)

. Registered Address

« clo Botany Dept, National University of Singapore

Lower Kent Ridge Road, Singapore 0511

Mr. S. Dhanabalan
Minister of National Development

Singapore 13 July 1992

Dear Mr. Dhanabalan,
Ref: A Request for NSS to Manage Senoko

From the URA Master Plan ( Living the Next L. ibi i
1991, we understand that several of the natureapsi)teixrc‘i:::li;i:t;g
in our Master Plan are earmarked for wildlife parks or
sanctl.xarles, such as Sencko, Khatib Bongsu, Kranji Marshes
Mandai Mangroves, parts of Pulau Ubin, etec. wWe would like tt;

request that our Society be given an o ortuni
Senoko. g PPortunity to manage

01.1: Society has grown and become more mature and established
with a membership of about 1400 to date. There are also now é
plgger pool of active and dedicated members who would like to get
involved in a more committed way to nature conservation. We are
at thxs'stage ready and prepared to take on a heavier burden of
responsibility for nature conservation than we have hitherto
venturtad. We see our possible involvement in wildlife management
as an important stage in our endeavour to conserve as well as to
promote in a deeper and broader way an appreciative awareness for
nature  in Singapore.

So far we have submitted, apart from the Sungei Buloh proposal,
to your Ministry detailed conservation proposal for the following
important sites: Marina South, Senoko, Khatib Bongsu, Kranji
Marshes, Kent Ridge and Pulau Ubin. We would like to show our
commitment to these proposals by volunteering to manage Senoko
for a start. We are offering our services because we believe that
we are in a good position to venture into wildlife management,
having obtained the necessary field knowledge and experience over
many years.

If given the opportunity, we will carry out the following plans:

1. To cover the cost of management, we will start a Nature
Conservancy Fund through a series of fund-raising campaigns and
activities, such as bird race, donation drive, etq. This will be
an on-going affair. Sources at home and abroad will be tapped.
At this stage, we have reliable feedback that many companies,
local as well as multi-national, are keen to donate for the cause
of nature conservation, especially if the project is concrete
and viable. In Hong Kong, for example, a bird race cogld raise
a million or more for the cause of conservation. We believe that
this can also be achieved for Singapore.

-

We will mount a .mana'gement system to be run b ~ti

wardens. The emphasis will be on local participat}:'iofnu.ll'rtt];';:
wardens are to be_professumally trained, Foreign wildlife
management professionals from relevant countries will be
ccnS‘J]-ted'

. Facilities, such as visitor centre, hide,

S trail, etc., will
be developed to make visits to the site more

attractive.

4. Educational programmes and activities for school children as
well as the larger public, such as talks, slide—shows and guided
tours, will be initiated on a regqular basis.

5. Research projects on the various aspects of the ecology and
na-tural history of_ the area will be carried out. The emgha_sis
will be on partic.lpati.on l'ny s.tudents and staff of the junior
colleges and tertiary institutions.

6. We will publish a series of guide books and pamphlets on
Sénoko as well as the other areas earmarked for wildlife parks
or sanctuaries in the URA Master Plan.

i i be carried out in stages,
lans outlined here are intended to 2 :
gggeiding of course upon the level of success in our drive for
funding.

i iled management plan for
ill be happy to provide a detai
gzn:):o, if whatppwe have propose here is agreeable to you.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Ho Hua Chew .
Chairman, Conservation Ccommittee.
Tel. 7726098 (office)

Fax. 7779514

CC: CEO, URA
Patron

Letter to request for NSS to manage Senoko was sent to Mr S. Dhanabalan, then-Minister of National

Development (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



On 6 Oct 1992, then-Minister of National Development, Richard Hu, replied and offered 23
hectares to be managed by NSS.

2

Ministry of National Development

W/ND) S Maxwell Road #21/22-00 Tower Block MND Complex Singapore 0105 CONFIDENTIAL
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Telephone No. 2221211 Telex: NATDEV R3 34369 Facsimite: 3226254
Your Ref: CONFIDENTIAL 3 As you are aware, PRD is currently developing the
Our Ref: ND 311/19-8 Vol 3 DID: 3226202 Sungei Buloh Bird Sanctuary. The PRD's managing agent, the
FAX: 3226272 Jurong Bird Park, has started liaising with NSS and other
institutions and individuals on a proposed volunteer guides
service. We look forward to NSS' participation, such as
6 Oct 92 encouraging its members to sexve as volunteer guides to

conduct tours for the bird sanctuary.

Dr Ho Hua Chew -
Chairman

conservation Committee

The Nature Society (Singapore)

c/o Botany Department

National University of Singapore

Lower Kent Ridge Road

Singapore 0511 (*\\/
217

HO'CHEOK SUN

DEPUTY SECRETARY/DIRECTOR (INFRASTRUCTURE)
Dear Dr Ho for PERMANENT SECRETARY

(NATIONAL DEVELOPMERN ™)

Yours sincerely

A REQUEST FOR NSS TO MANAGE SENORO NATURE SITE

cc Dr Chua Sian Eng
. Commissioner, [arks & Recreation
Please refer to your letter of 13 Jul 92 to Mr §

D}lxanabalan, on NSS' lngsgosal iv‘::aievelop and manage a nature CEO & CP, URA
site at Senoko as a bird sanc Y. iatEn:  Mr Wong Chies Yiil
7] The Urban Redevelopment Authority has informed us §shinss-sencko

that it is currently working out the landuse plans for the
Senoko area. Your Society would be pleased to know that the
plan includes keeping some 23 ha of the Senoko nature area
as nature area within a town park. This site consists of
large ponds and patches of mangrove swamps. However, the
boundary of the proposed park has not been finalised. We
have taken note of NSS' ofier to manage the nature site as
a bird sanctuary and have asked the Parks & Recreation
Department (PRD) to keep in touch with you, at a later date,
when the boundary for the nature site is finalised.

CONFIDENTIAL s

Letter to request for NSS to manage Senoko was sent to Mr S. Dhanabalan, then-Minister of National
Development (Source: Nature Society Singapore)

CONEIDENTIAL

Subsequently, a separate discussion was held to re-look at the boundaries to cover the more
important habitats to make sure the right boundaries are included. Dr Ho Hua Chew led a
guided walk with Park Recreation Department (PRD) staff to identify the important
boundaries in Senoko in January 1993. However, the discussion went cold for one year.
During this year, there was also a change of minister for MND.



The Singapore Green Plan - Action Programmes 1993

However, in the release of this SGP in November 1993, it was noted that Senoko was left
out as a nature site.

The Singapare Green Plan

= Action’Prdgrammes

A tapestry of green — connecting parks and nature areas all over Singapore — is also
planned. The Park Connectors Network, a long-term plan to link up major parks into a
network with an integrated series of green connectors, including jogging and bicycle
tracks, will also connect most of the nature areas. This will make parks and nature sites
more accessible to the public and also provide corridors for the movement of bird life.

The recreational value of the nature areas will thus be enhanced.
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SINGAPORE'S 19 NATURE SITES

Wooded/Forest Areas

1. Bukit Timah & Central
Catchment Nature Reserve
Bukit Timah Nature Park
Bukit Batok

Labrador Park

Singapore Botanic Gardens

aswn

Marshlands/Mangrove Swamps
6. Pasir Ris Park (mangrove)

7. Sungei Mandai (mangrove)

8. Kranji Reservoir (marshes)

9. Kranji (mangrove)

10. Sungei Buloh

11. Khatib Bongsu

12. Western Catchment Area

Ridges/Hillocks

13. Kent Ridge Park

14. Mount Faber

15. Telok Blangah Hill Park

Offshore Islands |

16. Part of Pulau Ubin

17. Pulau Semakau

18. Sentosa (Mt. Serapong & Mt. |
Embiah) |

19. Pulau Tekong (mangrove)

re Concept Plan

Nature sites marked in the Singapore Green Plan 1992 (Source: The Singapore Green Plan - Action Programmes)



News Came

On 18 Mar 1994, during the Budget debate, then-Acting Minister of National Development,
Lim Hng Hiang shared:

‘If we were to keep 168 hectares of land for a bird habitat, it would mean taking away
housing for 17,000 housing units. So if the Nature Society of Singapore can give me
a petition to take out 17,000 applications of upgraders from my waiting list, then we
will keep the Senoko land and keep it for the birds. But with the pressing needs of
Singaporeans, | think Singaporean’s needs come before birds.”

On 19 Mar 1994, Straits Times reported that Senoko will be cleared for industrial
development and public housing.

No to Senoko as bird

sanctuary — people’s
needs more pressing

The Straits Times, 19 March 1994 (Source: NewspaperSG)




After the announcement on parliament, a series of letters were published in The Straits
Times between NSS and the Ministry of National Development (MND). In this
correspondence, Dr Ho urged that preserving some part of the Senoko marshes would avoid
having to ‘recreate’ nature later and to keep at one pond as a transitional refuge until the
nearby parks are made more suitable for birds. MND corresponded and emphasised that it
was a deliberate decision made after balancing the overall national land-use needs. It was
also commented that Senoko was largely not natural based on its history. Dr Ho then called
for a compromise to have ‘one large, integrated green area at the proposed nature park,
instead of small and scattered, non-ecological green areas.

Nature can co-exist with development

Letter by Dr Ho Hua Chew of Nature Society (Singapore) on The Straits Times, 28 March
1994 (Source: NewspaperSG)

Nature conservation: Govt
taking balanced approach |

Letter by Ms Rubinah Karyeo for Permanent Secretary, Ministry of National Development on
The Straits Times, 13 April 1994 (Source: NewspaperSG)

Growth and nature conservation:
Why can’t there be compromise?

1 REEER ta tha A -_—

mantbocald el a——ae -

Letter by Dr Ho Hua Chew of Nature SOC|ety (Singapore) on The Stralts Times, 19 Apr|I 1994
(Source: NewspaperSG)



Forming the Friends of Senoko

On 24 May 1994, Friends of Senoko was formed. While most were members of NSS, this
group was formed out of personal capacity.

Many high profile public figures and professional, such as law professor Lye Lin Heng,
architect Robert Powell, playwright Kuo Pao Kun, urban specialist Malone-Lee Lai Choo,
NUS lecturer Lily Kong, artist Susie Lingham, NMP Kanwaljit Soin, lecturer and author lvan
Polunin, biology professor Peter Ng, law professor Koh Kheng Lian, architect Tay Kheng
Soon, winner of 1994 Woman of the Year award and chairman of the National Book
Development Council Mrs Hedwig Anuar etc, were recruited as representatives/supporters of
the ‘The Friends of Senoko’.

N~
S

\
/§1 Friends of Senoko

Declaration of Commitment as Representatives

We, the undersigned, agree to the following:
1. We agree to be representatives of the Friends of Senoko.

2. We agree that the signatures in support of the appeal are to
be sought from friends, sympathisers, supporters and any members
of the public.

3. We agree that the appeal with the supporting signatures is to
be sent to the Minister of National Development with copies to
the Prime Minister and perhaps the President.

4. We agree that the appeal is to be made public through the
relevant mass media when it is submitted to the Minister of
National Development. The total number of signatures obtained is

‘ also to be made public.

5. We agree that our names in our personal capac1ty can be cited
to promote the appeal to any potential signatories (e.g. cited
in promotional leaflets).

6. We agree that our names in our personal capacity can be cited
in the covering letter of the appeal to be sent to the relevant
authorities. (Representatives may of course withdraw from such
commitment if he or she finds the content of the covering letter
not acceptable for some reason or other).

Name Signature Name Signature
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-Co-ordinator: Ho Hua Chew Tel: 7726098 (office) 4571196 (

Declaration of commitment as the Friends of Senoko (Source: Nature
Society Singapore)



Greuat and.Litla Egrets, comion migranis n the suximp,
arid  Grey Heron in fighi.

Falling in love with

SENOK

A secretive bird, the Yeilow
Bittern fikes to bide in
reeds and tall grass.

BILLY KON

1 on stout leaves made walking
on the overgrown bund very uncom-
fortable.

There were also rampaging armies
of kerangas, red ants yielding a pain-
ful bite, the ever-present swarms of
mosquitoes and the numerous mud-
lobster mounds which threatened 10
send us on an unscheduled swim.

But these discomforts were promptly
forgotten as we were soon mesmer
ised by the natural wonders of Senoko.

All those things which we had only
then read abour in books now came
alive on this our first trip o a man-
grove area. A crab scunying nervously
down the bund occupied us until
Soon Chye pointed our a bird perch-
ing on a dead tree.

When our tum at the binoculars
came (we did not have any at that
time), both of us blurted out “Litle
Green Heron!” almost in unison. Mo
ments later, a Collared Kingfisher andl
a Black-naped Oriole were seen on a
mangrove and again we calied out
their names without any hesitation.

A smile on Soon Chye's face and
the surprised looks from his compan-
ions let on that they were impressed
with these two boys, who had a fair
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A clumip of Nipah Palm siands int the centre of the main pond; the leaves are used for anap roofing, its fruit, atiap o

bit of knowledge thanks to their 1i
brary books and kampung upbringing

STUMPED BY EGRETS

When we saw the graceful white
egrets feeding in the pond we were
stumped. We couldn't identify them
and Soon Chye taught us (o study their
size, beak and leg colour. He also
brought out a newly-published bird
guide — Ben King's “A Field Guide
to the Birds of South-east Asia™. Us.
ing this book, we identified the birds
Great Egrets, winter visitors from
North Asia.

As we walked round the bund of the
biggest pond, we saw our first waders
— three Common Greenshanks feed-
ing on the edge of the water. A large
size, green legs and upturned beak
distinguish the Greenshank. This
wader, like the Great Egret, was also
new to us.

Two large mudskippers also came
into view, skipping across the water.
Behind them was a foraging Dog-fced
Watersnake, a harmless fish-cating
snake of brackish waters. A Brahminy
Kite, resplendent in its chestnut and
creamy white hues, soared in the sky,
uttering its catlike call which scared

AN OHYONG.

Shorebirls, mosly Redstarks, roosting on.a bk as

the.tide conies in

The news that Senoko — a premier

Ppreserved as a nature reserve was met

birdwatching site — would not be

L was a cool,
misty Sunday
morning in
November
1975 when my
brother, Kim Chuah,
and 1 were intro-
duced (0 4 large area
of mangrove, brack-
ish and freshwarer
ponds,
forest

secondary
cultivation

Seng and fellot
birdeeatcher Sutari
i Supari

northern Singapore,
known as Senoko,

1t was also our first outing with
n Natre Society (MNS)
since joining s student members in
June. We were very determine
attend 1s previous outings were ei
ther too far from our home or started
o early.

We had woken up early and
walked all the way from our Ulu
Sembawang hiome, about 3 km away,
We reached the Jalan Kedai meeting
point at 7.20 am, 10 minutes early,
and waited impatiently for the other
participants 10 wm up. At 7.30 am
sharp, a sky-blue stat
close and stopped.

A tall, bespectacled, young
with a friendly smile got out and
greeted us. We found out shortly that
he was our leader for the day, Dr Ng
Soon Chye, the then-chairman of the
MNS Bird Study Group.

1 had expected someone much
older and sterner-looking! He was
even more surprised when Kim Chuah
(1 was to0 shy to approach them)
walked over and asked him if he were
Ng Socn Chye, and told him that we
were joining him for the trip. | don't
think Soon Chye expected two boys
in shorts and slippers — one aged 15
and the other, 12 — to wm up on
their own for a bird outing!

Together with Mr Wang Hung Pau
and Mr Lim Kim Keang, the present
chairman of the Nature Society (Sin-
gapore) Bird Group, the five of us
(such was the size of bird outings
then) headed into the woods that hid

w©

wagon drew

T

nan

B

with disbelief by

and bis

i 15 edibic.

a Common Sandpiper.

We turned back at the end of the
bund, which was marked by a clump
of nipah. Tt was getting warm and we
were soaked with perspiration. | was
not bothered despite getting my feet
all muckdy and scratched by sea-hollies
1 could tell that my brother was enjoy-
ing himself thoroughly too. Our bird
list for the day was 30 species.

This was the beginning of my 18-
vear romance with Senoko and her
wonderful birds, My brother and I
went to Senoko regularly after that
November morning, sometimes with
our schoolmates, brother and cousins
but mostly on our own.

AROUND THE PONDS

Senoko ir: the late 705 was made
up of a series of brackish prawn
ponds surrounded by mature man-
sroves, mostly api-api and bula-buta,
which also clothed the upper reaches
of the Sungei Sembawang,

This core was bordered by culd-
vation, ly coconut groves and
fruit orchards, to the west of the river
South of the ponds were some fresh-
water ones for the rearing of food fish
like the Soon Hock and other grass

mo:

than 18 years ago.

not least among them LIM KIM SENG.
This engineer recalls the first visit be
brother made to the area more

S the Senoko ponds from the road. Af-
ter a brisk walk through dense sec-
ondary growth, we emerged (0 see a
mangrove-lined bund surrounding
two huge brackish ponds.

Kim Chuah and 1 soon regretted
coming in shorts. The dense growth
of sea-hollies with their prickly spines

sarsh Sandpipers
wintering w Senoko

ALAN OWYONG

The common
migrant Marsh

Sandpiper originates

Jrom Central Asia.

Redshank, naned

forlisreddishlog carps, and aquarium fish

A palm forest grew in the upper
reaches of the river while a thick sec-
ondary forest clothed the castern pe-
rimeter of the ponds. An excensive “sa-
vannah-type” grassland, peppered by
giant mimosas could be found north
of the ponds, on the eastern bank
These multi-habitats contribured to the
richness of the flora and faura found
at Senoko.

Our early visits were confined 1o
the ponds but were by no means
confined to birds. The ecology of the
‘mangrove at Senoko fascinated us and
provided endless hours of enjoyment,
Visits 10 the nearby secondary forest
fuelled our interest in pitcher plants
and wild orchids.

But birds were our main preoccu-
pation and here we honed our
birdwatching skills. Many species new
to me, or lifers (species seen for the
first time in your life) as birders say
— Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Black-
crowned Night-heron, Common
Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper, Os-
prey, White-chested Babbler, etc. —
were first spotted at Senoko.

We began to keep a bird checklist
for Senoko. From 35 in 1975, the list

The Common

King
migrant, 1s aluays
seen near water as
it feeds only on
small fish and
crustaceans.
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grew to 78 in 1977; 162 in 1986 until
192 today. It includes 20 locally en-
dangered birds and two intemation-
ally threatencd species — the Chinese
Egret and Asian Dowitcher,

EXCITING FINDS

Our interest was such that we visited
Senoko every month to monitor the
starus of the birds. We made many
discoveries even in the early years.

By comparing records of our visits
between 1975 and 1979, we found that
the Osprey, a winter visitor in Singa-
pore, summered here regularly. Usu-
ally seen perching alone on a dead
wee, preening or drying its wings, it
would suddenly launch itself into
flight, steering low over the ponds
with its long, angled wings before
diving feet first into the water with a
loud splash, ts sharp talons sualk into
a struggling tilapia.

One Sunday morning in March
1979, we saw an unfamiliar heron
hunting in a secluded stream. We took
out our notebooks and binoculars as
we crept nearer, 10 conceal our-
selves in the sea hibiscus and not make
any noise despite our excitement. A
completely white head, offset by a
black cap and back and two long white
plumes, told us that this was an adult
Black-crowned Night-heron, the fiest
record of this rarity in Senoko,

Even Scon Chye was surprised by
our report. Sightings of the Grey,
Purple and Night herons gradually
became frequent and led us to be-
lieve that they could be breeding for
the first time in Singapore.

The reason, we found out later, was
the new freshwater marsh habitat cre-
ated by the damming of the Kranji and
West Coast rivers (0 make reservoirs

Tt was another seven years before
we found our frst Purple Heron's nest
at Senoko. By this time, 1 had also
discovered that these herons were
utilising a flight route straggling the
northern coastline, stretching from
the West Coast to Changi, to fecd,
roost and breed. 1 realised that pro-
tection of the sites in this "northern
flyway” would be vital to the long-
term survival of the lasge herons in
Singapore.

Waders also featured in our study.
We wanted to know which shorebirds
uilised Senako and for how long. We
found that Curlew Sandpipers were
the most numerous but were mostly
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THE CHANGING FACE OF

SENOKO

1983: Mangrove arez at the back
of the main ponds, near the eastern
bank of the river, cleared and re-
claimed for more ponds, resulting in
more mud flats for smaller shorebirds
and greater visibility, increasing the

passage migrants, lying south towards
their wintering grounds in Australia
after several days of refuelling.
Marsh sandpipers, Common
Greenshanks and Pacific Golden Plov-
ers occurred in slightly fewer num-
bers but were present for the whole
winter. Some of these birds actually
moulted inro their breeding plumage
before departing for their breeding
grounds in the Arctic tundra of east-
em Siberia every March and April
There were also a few immature
or injured birds which stayed back
when their kindred flew home.
Through our study, we learnt of the
importance of Senoko as a wintering
and staging area for winter visitors and
passage migrants. Our study of
Senoko rapidly took on a serious note.

SERIOUS STUDIES
Kim Chuah did a study of the flora
and fauna at Senoko for his Second-
ary School and Pre-university Science
Fair projects in 1977 (birds) and 1978
(pitcher plants). Unfortunately, his

efforts went unrewarded. He was
apparendy the first student to do an
independent natural history study os
a Science Fair project but the judges
of the competition were not im-
pressed. Kim Chuah was way ahead
of his time!

1 followed up Kim Chuah's efforts
with a manuseript on the birds of
northern Singapore, focusing on
those in Sencko, in 1980, 1 printed 10
copics, giving one o our mentor,
Soon Chye.

KISS AND HISS ENCOUNTERS
Senoko is also memorable o me
in other ways. In 1979, while teamp-

ing through freshly bume scrub, I was
swng on my lips by a potter wasp,
which was building a mud-nest on a
dead simpoh ayer, a bush. The pain
was excruciating! My lips grew thicker
and thicker and I could not talk with-
out pain for the whole dayt

Another tip in 1983 had me stand
ing on the edge of a grassy slope ov
looking the river, admiring the roost-
ing night herons. When I had enough,
T wrned around to find a deacly ven-

1 turned pele immediately and
could fecl my le
what seemed like an eterity before
the cobra Jost_ interest and slid away
“That was my closest brush with death
at Senokol

Kim Chuah and T led our first MNS
bird wip to Senoko in March 1979 and
vinwally every year after that. When-
ever we could, we visited Senoko.

When the Ministry of National
Development announced in Septem-
ber 1993 that much of Senoko would

§

. 1 froze for

S

1 ook ke the
Chrisimas folly b
the sca bolly bas
shaarp spines un 1
P

be cleared for the development of a
housing estate, T was devastared!

1 could not sleep for days! 1 could
not believe that the best birdwatching
site in Singapore was not goirg to be

preserved as a nature area,
We must appeal 10 the authorities
to save Senoko — an invaluable

natural heritage for the present and
future generations...and my second
home.

Lim Kim Seng is an engineer and the
cditor offora, the new omithological year-
book of the Nature Society (Singapore)
He is the oniy person 1o have seen all 141
resident bird species stll suroiving in Sit-
gapore roday.

Potsonotss
Dark Glassy
Tigers ane
Jound eastty
near coast

Chun €€ K

chus eE K

Crustaceans and otber small invertebrates exposed i the organic rich
mud of mangrove swamps during low tide are food for many birds

bird tally.

Late 1985: pamming of sungei

Sembawang to make canals in its
lower reaches. Large areas of man-
grove were killed and much riverine

forest was cleared for concrete banks,
River flow was obstructed for a year.
Denied any replenishment by the river
and aided by a dry spell, the brackish
ponds dried up within three months,
killing all aquatic organisms. In the
hot sun, the exposed pond-beds
became dry and hard enough to
walk on

Late 1986: vonsoons wans-

formed Senoko from a “desert” into
freshwater wetland. All ponds were
full and the birds came back. But these
were different from the original ones.
The large herons came back. So did
species new to Senoko — Greater
Paintedsnipe, Baillon's Crake, Pheas-
ant-tailed Jacana, Red-wattled Lap-
wing and Purple Swamphen.

L:

end and

NATURE’S CHILD

im Kim Seng spent most of his early boyhood (before that fateful visit 0
enoka) exploring the huge mural neighbourhood of Ulu
ching, fish and collecting seashells on the quiet beaches at Sembawang

cature on most branches of local

of
members.

Mid-1987: senoko has the

greatest number of whistling-ducks
ever recorded in Singapore, with the
biggest flock of 107 recorded in June.
Sportsmen also made the discovery and
preyed on the ducks with their shot-
guns. By Auguss, the ducks were gone.

Late 1987: vun reopened.

Swamphen, paintedsnipe and crakes
disappeared, replaced by egrets, sand-
pipers and plovers, birds of the man-
groves and brackish ponds. The man-
groves took a much longer time o
recover.

1990: 1 wrore a conservation

proposal for Senoko in vies of its bird
diversity, unparalleled in Singapore,
its viable mangrove ecosystem and
intact riverine forest. The total area
proposed was 120 ha

The landmark Master Plan for the
Conservation of Nature in Singapore
rated Senoko as one of the “five-star”
sites in Singapore. The Urban Rede-
velopment Authority, the chief land-
use planner, embraced it in its
Concept Plan.

1991 mhe Mass Rapid Transit’s
proposed northern line was changed
to avoid cutting through Senoko. A
proposal was thrown up for NSS to
manage Senoko Natwre Reserve.

Most of the western section of the
Sungei Sembawang was cleared to
make way for Woodlands Industrial
Park. Apart from the loss of cover,
the clearance also frightened off the
birds feeding at the ponds and led to
severe erosion of topsoil and heavy
siltation in the river.

1992: sinding of a highway
(Gambas Avenue) and the northern
MRT line on Senoko's southern pe-
fiphery affected bird population and
diversity.

1993: The Government an-
nounced that Senoko would not
be one of the 19 nature areas in
Singapore. — Lim Kim Seng

Sembswang,

ojong Trau and admiring the monkeys at Seletar Reservoir.

His early interest in reading was well aurured by his Primary 3 school teacher
and it led him 1o join the National Library at age 10. This he says, *inensified
my love affair with naeal history”.
tural history except birds
choice of interest he adds. The greater
s had aiso made them an “in” thing for Malayan Nature Society

While retaining some inferest in phants, especially mangroves, pitcher plants
and wildflowers, insects and sea-shells, birds became Kim Seng's fvourite

Guy Madoc's absorbing *An Intsoduction to Malayan Birds”, Gym Symes'
helpful “An Initoduction to Birdwatching in Malaya”, Loke Wan Tho's
internationally acclaimed classic “A Company of Birds” and the Malayan Nature
Joumnals, which led to his joining the MNS at age 15.

he Commen
Snipa uses its

camonfage.

MAPOFSENOKO

MALAYSIA

Nature Watch on Senoko, dated April - June 1994 (Source: Nature Society Singapore)
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The Petition
The Friends of Senoko conducted and coordinated a petition on a national level. The petition
called for 70 hectares, or 40% of the 168 hectares of Senoko to be kept as a nature park.

The petition obtained more than 25,000 signatures to retain Senoko as a bird sanctuary.
Volunteers went to public park, shopping area, libraries, months were spent to get the
physical signatures. A copy was also sent to the Prime Minister Office. A collection of 25,000
signatures was regarded as a tremendous collection. It was indicative of a very significantly
strong support for nature conservation at that time, given that the campaign was conducted
on the ground without the aid of the social/digital media.

25,000 appeal for Senoko
bird habitat to be saved

The Straits Times, 22 October 1994 (Source: NewspaperSG)

Jb s weet”
Save Senoko Signature Campaign

Dear NSS Member,

A group of people, comprising some NSS members in their own
personal capacity together with some members of other NGOs and
the public, has mounted a signature campaign to save the core
areas of Senoko, as proposed by the Nature Society. This is in
response to the invitation announced in Parliament by the
Minister of National Development (The Straits Times, March 19,
1994) . .

Senoko as you know is a 5-star site in the Nature Society’s
Master Plan and is also designated a "nature park" cum "bird
sanctuary” in the URA Master Plan. It is the richest bird site
in Singapore in terms of the number of species recorded. It has
also a viable patch of riverine palm forest, the last of its kind
outside the Central Catchment Area. The area has been a popular
venue for excursions for the Nature Society and members of the

‘ public since the early 70s.

We are appealing to the relevant authorities to preserve
about 70 hectares of the original habitat, constituting only
about 40 % of the original Nature Society’s proposal. This would
be a compromise and integration between nature and development
at Senoko.

This is the final effort to save Senoko.

You can play your part by collecting signatures from
citizens and permanent residents in Singapore on the form
attached. The signatures collected will provide vital feedback
to the relevant authorities for land-use planning in Senoko and
other areas as well.

For more information on Senoko, read the article on Senoko
in the latest issue of Nature Watch and the past two issues of
the Nature News. The article and the accompanying beautiful

a photos in Nature Watch are most helpful for the purpose of
—-.A getting your signatures.

We look forward to your support. Save Senoko!

Yours sincerely,

Co-ordinators

Ho Hua Chew
Betty L. Khoo
Evelyn Lim-Eng
Lim Kim Keang
Lim Kim Seng
Koh Kheng Lian
Amy Tsang

Plea and letters to save Senoko were sent to NSS members, dated May - June 1994 (Source: Nature Society
Singapore)

It is also unfortunate that the NSS’ copy of the petition cannot be found.



Outcome of Petition

On 24 October 1994, it was announced in The Straits Times that while the petition was being
under studied, chances of conserving senoko were low. Nominated Member of Parliament
Kanwaljit Soin urged policymakers to consider both the needs of the environment and the
economic development. She also argued that the 70 hectares site requested would only
support 5,000 flats, and not the 17,000 flats given by MND.

Hard to conserve Senoko: Mlmster

IT WILL be hard for the Gov

ammen 10 onere v 0 Petition by 25,000 still under study

nature park, Acting National
Nevelonment Minister Lim

would alen not he fair to the  themeslves Frionds of Sencka  mont had alesady

The Straits Times, 24 October 1994 (Source NewspaperSG)

On the same day, NSS also received a letter from the Prime Minister Office, stating that it
was not possible to accede to the request to conserve Senoko.

2
: :R'S OFFICE
Togranble e ORE PRIME MINISTER'S OF
Telephone No. 7375133 ISTANA ANNEXE

SINGAPORE

Your reference
Dr Ho Hua Chew
Nease quote: PM 14/90 for Co-Ordinators
"Friends of Senoko"

24 October 1994

Dr Ho Hua Chew They include Sungei Buloh Nature Park, a wetland area used by
for Co-Ordinators birds, which was opened end last year. However, it is not possible
"Friends of Senoko" to keep Senoko as well. The area is required for development of

11 Marigold Drive Sembawang New Town to meet our housing needs.
Singapore 2057

4 The Prime Minister regrets that it is not possible to

accede to the request.
Dear Dr Ho

Yours sincerely

ﬁ{u‘wé}@/
I refer to your letter dated 10 October 1994. WONG CHOOI SEN
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER

AN APPEAL TO SAVE THE CORE AREAS OF SENOKO
AS A NATURE PARK

2 In drawing up the Concept Plan, the Ministry of National
Development has to take a balanced perspective of the socio-
economic needs of the country. Unlike many other countries, we
do not have the luxury of a large expanse of land. We are a small
island of only 641 km? with a very high population density. We
have, therefore, to judiciously plan our landuse to satisfy all our
needs within our limited land.

3 Nevertheless, this does not mean that we have not
identified areas for nature conservation. Under the Singapore
Green Plan, 19 nature areas, which represent a significant
coverage of the natural habitats in Singapore, have been identified.

w 2

Letter from the Prime Minister Office, dated 24 October 1994 (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



On 12 November 1994, it was officially announced that the petition was being rejected by the
ministry, citing that conserving the 70 hectares would mean the loss of 6,000 flats and 20
hectares of industrial land. The MND spokesperson also explained that the decision was
made after consulting a work group made up of representatives from both public and private
sectors.

‘Ministry rejects
Iappeal by 25,000
‘to save bird
‘habitat in Senoko

\ ularly in the North Zone.
By Dominic Nathan All the Sembawang flats
scheduled to be allocated in

The Straits Times, 12 November 1994
(Source: NewspaperSG)

NSS launched an appeal to keep Senoko over the next few months, but to not much avail.

Senoko meets
many needs, SO
deserves protection

I REFER to “Ministry rejects Blangah Hill Park and Pasir
Dr Ho’s letter to The Straits Times as a Friend of

Senoko, 16 November 1994 (Source:
NewspaperSG)



Last Bid of Appeal

A letter was also written to the Istana on 21 November 1994, enclosing the petition
containing 25,000 signatures, after “the invitation of the acting MND Minister”. It also
mentioned that preserving Senoko would be an important contribution to the 1992 UN
Biodiversity Convention of Nature and Natural Resources. It appealed for landfill work to be
stopped and offered to conduct a site visit to showcase the value of the place.

"The Friends of Senoko"

The President of Singapore
The Istana

21st November 1994
Dear Mr. President,

Reference: An Appeal to Save the Core Areas of the Senoko Bird
Sanctuary as a Nature Park

We, the friends of Senoko, hereby appeal to you as the head
of the nation to save the core areas of the Senoko Bird Sanctuary
as a nature park. Enclosed is the document containing 25000
signatures together with the list of representatives.

As you can see from this document, an appeal on this matter
was earlier made to the Prime Minister, but it was not acceded
to by him. The letter stating the Prime Minister’s position is
attached.

The support given by 25000 people from all walks of life for
a bird sanctuary is a highly significant event. Nature
conservation is no longer just the concern of a special interest
group, but of the people at large.

The 25000 signatures are a response to the invitation of
the Acting MND Minister that if he can be given a "petition to
take 17000 applications of upgraders from (his) waiting list,
then we will keep the Senoko land and keep it for the birds" (The
Straits Times, 19th March 1994). This was a firm promise by the
Minister. Since only a few thousand potential upgraders would be
affected by preserving the core areas, (as stated by the
Environment Minister, Mr. Mah Bow Tan in The Straits Times’
report, "Ministry Rejects Appeal to Save Senoko Bird Habitat",
dated 6th November 1994), the situation is surely not dire.
Whatever plan that is to be finalised will only be implemented
"over the next 5 to 10 years", as stated by the MND Acting
Minister (in The Straits Times, 24th October 1994).

We are not happy that there is no Development Guide Plan
feedback and dialogue session for such a controversial area, as
there was for Simpang and other areas. We would like to see more
openness about the plan for this area. We are also not happy that
there is no Environmental Impact Assessment for an area so well-
known for its high wildlife value. Here in fact is a challenge
for planners tc arrive at a more optimum plan that will cater to
a broader range of legitimate needs. Plans and proposals from
non-government architects and land-use planners should be invited
so that a wider net is cast for ideas and perspective to resolve
the issue.

Contrary to the claim that it was "never a traditional
nature area", Senoko was already a venue for birdwatching

excursions for the Nature Society and members of the public as
early as the 703. The core areas of the sanctuary, consisting
mainly of tidal ponds and the original coastal vegetation, are
more or less untouched by reclamation.

Senoko is one of the top three remaining migratory wading—
bird sites in Singapore. Preserving it would be an important
contribution to the 1992 UN Bio-Diversity Convention and the 1985
Asean Agreement on the Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources (see Article 13 of the document attached), to both of
which Singapore is a signatory. Through reclamation, the feeding
grounds for these migratory waders are now drastically curtailed.
Sungei Buloh and Khatib Bongsu, both protected wading-bird sites,
comes to only about 120 hectares, which is about 4 % of the
estimated total of 3000 hectares for protected "nature areas" --—-—
an allocation shockingly below that given to the belukar habitat,
which is of far less wildlife diversity. It is sad and ironical
that Senoko be completely sacrificed when many areas of far less
wildlife value, such as Telok Blangah Hill Park, Pasir Ris Park,
etc., are protected as "nature areas" instead.

It is not sound conservation policy to put or trust all your
eggs in one basket. If the preservation of Senoko hinges upon
whether it is the only place for this or that species, it will
be probably too late for the species involved. Habitat loss is
the greatest threat to the extinction of species. A further
reduction to the already much diminished wetland habitat will
critically affect many threatened species. Also, with the
reclamation of the rural areas, even what were once common
resident species are becoming threatened.

There is also an interesting remnant of the coastal forest,
consisting of palms, pandanus, rengas, mangroves, etc.

Senoko is not only for the birds --- it has scientific-
educational, aesthetic, cultural and recreational value. Many
signatories have expressed the following sentiments and reasons
for their support:

1. Given that housing and employment needs are no longer
pressing, more could be done to conserve our natural environment.

2. Given that nature appreciation is a growing trend here as well
as in other countries, the demand for more nature areas will
increase in the future.

3. Senoko can also serves as a green lung and alternative area
for recreation of a quieter sort, such as contemplation, peaceful
exercise, quiet stroll, etc. It also provides a sense of space
for all Singaporeans. Public parks will not do as they are
usually very crowded and noisy on week-ends.

4. The landscape of ponds, mangroves and woods at Senoko has
scenic value and adds to the overall beauty of the Singapore’s
physical environment. This rural landscape is getting rare as
development speeds up.

Pages 1 and 2 of the letter from Friends of Senoko to Istana on 21 November 1994 (Source: Nature Society
Singapore)



5. Preserving Senoko with the traditional aqua-culture ponds and
activity serves also to keep intact a part of our cultural
heritage. From a broader perspective, the resettled farmers’
roots to the land and to the nation would not then be completely
erased. Some representatives have frequently encountered ex-
farmers and their families visiting or having picnics at their
abandoned farmlands on Sundays. These people have sentimental
ties to the rural landscape and would also, together with other
Singaporeans, appreciate that some of these places be preserved.

The diversity of needs that Senoko can promote, now and in
the future, are important enough to demand its immediate
protection before it 1is too late. Senoko will contribute
significantly to making Singapore a model green city.

At the moment, land-fill work is encroaching rapidly the
core areas of the sanctuary. We would like to request that the
land-fill work be stopped while this appeal is under your
consideration.

\ We will happy to show you the sights at Senoko so that you
can have a better picture of the value of the sanctuary.

Thank you.

Yours ,Sincerely,

Ho Hua Chew
£."The Friends of Senoko"

Co-ordinators

Ho Hua Chew (Tel. 7726098)
Evelyn Eng-Lim

Koh Kheng Lian (Tel. 7723607)
Betty L. Khoo

‘-‘ Lim Kim Keang

Lim Kim Seng

Tan Hang Chong

Amy Tsang

Sunny Yeo

Mailing Address: c/o 11 Marigold Drive
Singapore 2057

Attachments to this letter:

1. Copy of Signature Document with 25000 Signatures.

2. Letter from the Prime Minister.

3. Conservation Proposal for Senoko (Malayan Nature Society,
S’pore Branch) .

4. The Nature Society’s Feedback on the Singapore Green Plan.

5. Rsean Agreement on the Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources.

6. The Straits Times’ Reports for 24th Oct. 1994 & 6th Nov.1994

Page 3 of the letter from Friends of Senoko to Istana on 21
November 1994 (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



On 12 December 1994, the Istana replied, stating that they were unable to accede to the
request made.

Istana 27/02/007

ISTANA
SINGAPORE

12 December 94

Dr Ho Hua Chew

£f. "Friends of Senoko"
11 Marigold Drive
Singapore 2057

Dear Dr Ho
. AN APPEAL TO SAVE THE CORE AREAS OF SENOKO AS A NATURE PARK
, I refer to your letter dated 21 Nov 94 to the President.

2 Under the Green Plan, the Government has set aside 19
nature areas covering 5% of the land area of Singapore for nature
conservation. Considering our limited land, this is significant
testimony to the Government’s commitment to nature and bio-
diversity in Singapore. The 19 nature areas represent a good
cross-section of the natural habitats of Singapore. They include
Sungei Buloh and Khatib Bongsu, which are wetland areas similar
to Senoko.

< The need for housing now may not be as acute as it was 30
years ago but it is still a pressing need for our people. There
are more that 100,000 applicants waiting for an HDB flat and
about 50% are first-timers. We cannot dismiss the housing needs

’ of these families.

4. It would be nice if Senoko could be conserved, in addition
to Sungei Buloh and Khatib Bongsu. Unfortunately, Singapore’s
limited land does not allow this luxury. The Government needs to
develop Sembawang New Town on the site to meet out housing needs.

5. The President regrets that it is not possible to accede to
the request. - =
Yours sincerely

i
CHO (;/ E HUAT

for PRINCIPAL PRIVATE SECRETARY
TO THE PRESIDENT

Reply from the Istana on 12 December 1994 (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



"The Friends of Senoko"

BG (Res.) Lee Hsien Loong
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Trade and Industry

14 December 1994

Dear BG (Res.) Lee,

Reference: An Appeal to Save 20 Hectares of Senoko On JTC Land
See the sketch-map attached.

We are appealing to you as the Minister of Trade and Industry to
save about 20 hectares of Senoko as a nature park.

This portion of Senoko is on the western side of Sungei Sembawang
and comes under the purview of Jurong Town Corporation.

The Ministry of National Development has announced that the
eastern portion of the Senoko bird sanctuary will be developed
for housing. We understand the need for housing, but it would be
rather sad that all of Senoko, a valuable part of our natural and
cultural heritage, has to be sacrificed for development.

We are making this appeal to you under the following
considerations:

1. The area is relatively small and would not be such dent to
industrial development if it were to be preserved as a nature
park. Our government’s task of creating an external wing to our
economy should also in a small way be directed at saving some of
our natural heritage.

2. Employment needs for Singaporeans are more or less solved.
This is indicated by the job-hopping trends and shortage of local
workers. Preserving the 20 hectares referred to above as a nature
park would benefit more Singaporeans than developing it into
factories, which have to be filled up to a large extent with
foreigners.

3. Preserving it as a nature park would also provide the future
residents of the area with a green lung. All that is required to
make the place accessible to the residents on the eastern side
is to construct a bridge across Sungei Sembawang. MND has
referred to the Sembawang Park as the green 1lung for the
residents of Sembawang New Town (The Straits Times, December 11,
1994) . But this hardly adequate, being only about 12.5 hectares
in extent. This park is currently serving the residents in the
northern Sembawang area and is already very crowded on weekends.

4. The area is beautiful and would provide a scenic backdrop to
the HDB flats that are going to be built on the eastern side.
Residents in the area would appreciate it to see a chunk of
beautiful greenery left intact in their neighbourhood.

A letter was also written by the Friends of Senoko to the Prime Minister Office on 14
December 1994.

5. We envisage the nature park here on the model of Pasir Ris
Park where a chunk of mangroves is left intact within a public
park, providing a source of fascination to park users. Here,
there is a large tidal pond where you can see migating wading
birds. Behind this is a stretch of mangroves, and behind this

an interesting stretch of the original coastal forest -—- the
last of its kind along the northern coast. This coastal forest
is substantial and consists mainly of a variety of palms. An
educational botanic walk could be set up here.

We hope you will consider our appeal kindly. Before you make up
your mind about the matter, please have a look at the place. Here
we will be happy to show you around. Let us know.

Yours sincerely,

Y

Ho Hua Chew
f£. "The Friends of Senoko"

Co-ordinators

Ho Hua Chew

Evelyn Eng-Lim (Contact: Tel. 7412036/Fax.74110871
Koh Kheng Lian

Betty L. Khoo

Lim Kim Keang

Lim Kim Seng

Tan Hang Chong

Amy Tsang

Sunny Yeo

Mailing Address: c/o K.K.Lim, 177 Jalan Loyang Besar, S’pore 1750
cc: Prime Minister

Minister of National Development
JTC

Letter from Friends of Senoko to Prime Minister Office on 14 December 1994 (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



A reply was received from MTI on 12 January 1995, stating the land area being required for
employment needs.

MINISTRY OF TRADE & INDUSTRY S
8 Shenton Way #4801

Treasury Building

Singapore 0106

MTI 19/1-01 REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE existing 12.5 ha Sembawang Park. In the near future, there will also be a
Telephone: 2259911 1 3 7, B .
12 Jan 95 Cable Add: TRADE INDUSTRY. SINGAPORE regional park in Woodlands.
Telex: MTI RS24702
6. The employment needs of Singaporeans may have been more or less
Mr Ho Hua Chew satisficd. However, we need to sustain this level of employment as companies

move towards higher value-added production, which are less labour intensive.
The manufacturing sector in Singapore has been and will continue to be a core
engine of economic growth. To sustain if not improve our economic growth,
which will benefit the whole nation, we will need to keep the sector’s share of
Singapore’s Gross Domestic Product and employment at more than 25%. This
means that we will need to have, amongst other things, an adequate supply of

“The Friends of Senoko™
c/o K.K. Lim

177 Jalan Loyang Besar
Singapore 1750

Dear Mr Ho industrial facilitics to undertake manufacturing activities. This is particularly so
in the face of strong regional competition for investment.
APPEAL TO SAVE 20 HECTARES OF SENOKO ON JTC LAND \
of 7 We hope that Friends of Senoko understands the difficulty of conserving
»: the 20 ha Senoko site in view of the need to balance nature conservation with
1. Trefer to your letter dated 14 Dec 94 appealing to the Deputy Prime competing needs like industrial development in land scarce Singapore.

Minister to save 20 ha of bird habitat at Senoko from industrial development.

2. The Ministry of Trade and Industry has looked into your appeal with
JTC. However, we regret to inform you that it is not possible to conserve the 20

Yours sincerel,
ha as a nature park. y

ABU ALK o

3. Demand for industrial land and factories in Singapore is very high on the

back of strong economic growth. In fact, JTC has to expedite the

N : . < o O
infrastructural development at Senoko as many companies are waiting to take Choo Whatt Bin

up land and factories there. The detailed design of the roads and other
infrastructural facilities and factories have already been completed. The
proposed conservation will also affect the planned regional road linking Seletar -
Expressway to Admiralty Road West and along which our new water pipes
from Johor will be laid.

for Permanent Secretary

4. As you know, land in Singapore is limited. There is therefore a need to
balance land use amongst competing needs such as industrial, commercial,
housing and recreational. This is taken into account when the URA draws up its
land use Concept Plan. If JTC gives up the 20 ha Senoko site, it will have to
find a replacement site elsewhere to meet the long term projected needs for
industrial land. This means that some other needs, such as housing, may have
to be sacrificed.

5, The Government understands the need for nature conservation. That is
why habitats in Sungei Buloh and Khatib Bongsu similar to the one in Senoko
| "

have been conserved. Inthe S g area, ad park land has
been set aside to meet the recreational needs of future residents. There is the

S

?

Reply, from MTI, to the 14 December 1994 letter to PMO (Source: Nature Society Singapore)



Outcome

On 11 December 1994, it was announced that tse::klo bllrlgdsanctuary
Senoko will be filled and leveled. While each 0 éveliea soon

_ _ A=
neighbourhood would be provided a park, no parts  NeW Sembawang estates wil be bult there

of Senoko would be retained. Additionally, MND Lhe Straits Times, 11 December 1994 (Source:
ewspaperSG)

maintained that “Senoko was never a green lung

to begin with and that most of the bird species there are also found in Sungei Buloh and

Khatib Bongsu, two areas which the Government has conserved. Mr Lim Kim Seng, one of

the authors of the Conservation Proposal, expected up to 13% of Singapore’s birdlife could

be lost with the clearance of Senoko.

Senoko in the 1993 map of Singapore before
clearance (Source: https://libmaps.nus.edu.sg/) clearance (Source: https://libmaps.nus.edu.sg/)

Senoko Today

Today, Senoko is now Woodlands East Industrial on the west of Sungei Sembawang, and
Sembawang housing estate to the east of the river. The only natural space left is the
Sembawang Park connector along Sungei Sembawang.

A physical petition, held over the course of a few months, that resulted in a compilation of
25,000 signatures highlighted an increasing concern for nature conservation amongst
Singaporeans. While Senoko may have been lost, this campaign had been successful in
waking up the need for nature amongst Singaporeans.



