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Back in 1991, we eventually parted ways with our parent organisation – the 
Malayan Nature Society (MNS). And so, the Nature Society (Singapore) was 
born. The society’s first President was Prof Wee Yeow Chin. Prior to this, he 
was Secretary of the MNS (Singapore Branch) from 1978 to 1990. 

After reconnecting with him recently, Prof Wee reminisced: “As Founding 
President of the newly formed NSS, I led a team that was instrumental in 
the shelving of plans for a golf course near Lower Peirce Reservoir. This was 
our second major conservation success, the first being the designation of the 
Sungei Buloh mangroves as a bird sanctuary.” 

Over the decades, NSS has played its part in voicing our concerns for the 
protection of terrestrial and aquatic habitats, large and small. After all our 
efforts, we have tasted the bittersweet of both victory and defeat. 
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KEEN TO CONTRIBUTE?

Do you have any interesting stories, 
pictures, or artworks to share?

We warmly welcome your articles on 
biodiversity, natural history, conservation, 

environmental sustainability, etc. 
Please tell us more about your story idea, 
accompanied with some sample images 

(E-mail: contact@nss.org.sg)
and we shall be in touch with you.
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ON THE COVERS

Front: A Common Palm Civet (Musang) on a frond of coconut palm.
Photographed by Chan Kwok Wai.

Back: Who says penguins can’t fly? A Gentoo Penguin is caught in mid-air
by Bjorn Olesen’s camera, while exploring the Falkland Islands.
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Today . . . 
Today, the mature forest around Lower Peirce remains a haven for native 
biodiversity and is frequented by the Raffles’ Banded Langur. 

Today, Sungei Buloh remains a local hot-spot for migratory birds every winter, 
attracting thousands of visitors who come to marvel at these migrants. 

Today, digital photography has displaced film photography, and remains 
indispensable in our appreciation and understanding of Nature’s wonders. 

Today, native wildlife, such as Civets (Musang) face increasing pressure from 
rapid urbanisation. 

Today, landscapes once bruised and battered by war can even become 
ecotourism destinations, such as the Falkland Islands. 

Today, we are also at a crucial turning point. 

We are witnessing and experiencing, first-hand, the inconvenient truth of 
climate change. And the large-scale loss of natural habitats has been one of 
the main contributing factors. Yet over time, the scars created by natural or 
man-made disasters can heal. 

The United Nations has already designated 2021-2030 as the Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration (www.decadeonrestoration.org). It’s about time we 
unite our efforts and resources in full support of this global cause. 

3 decades from now . . . 
By 2051, if our children (and their children) still have ample natural habitats 
that are teeming with wildlife to enjoy and explore, then we’d deserve a pat on 
our backs!  
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Going Further 
with the 
SONY RX10 IV

After putting this camera through
its paces in the field, Leong Tzi Ming 
presents us with a photo essay 
of hand-picked images.
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Buoyant Birdwing 

EVF? VVF! 4K? OK! 

It was a bright and sunny day when I observed this 
Common Rose drinking nectar. Looking through the EVF 
(electronic viewfinder) helped to cut out the glare, so my 
results turned out VVF (very very fine)! 

One calm morning, I recorded a video clip of this female 
Flameback at 4K resolution (3840 x 2160), which actually 
allowed me to select a preferred pose and save it as a still 
image, with surprising details! 

In Summary 
Initially, the SONY RX10 IV may seem like a bulky 

and chunky camera to carry around in the field, 
but once you’ve become acquainted with it, you’ll 

appreciate its sturdy grip that fits like a glove. 
Among the bridge cameras that are currently 

available on the market, this is a heavyweight, 
in more ways than one. Inside, it has the luxury 

of good glass to relay images to a 1 inch sensor. 
Under low light conditions, I have been able 

to shoot (hand held) at high ISO settings, with 
low noise levels. I’m constantly amazed by 

the remarkable details captured, which would 
otherwise be imperceptible by my naked eye. 

Acknowledgements 

Dr Leong Tzi Ming is grateful to Sony Singapore 
for the opportunity to test and review this

capable and versatile camera. 
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MusangMy Name is

Furget Me Not

Text & Photos by 
Xu Weiting, 
Fung Tze Kwan 
& Vilma D’Rozario 

Additional Images by 
Chan Kwok Wai, 
Helen & Michael Chee,
Yeo Suay Hwee 

As the sun set at 7:30p.m., it 
was dinner time in an urban 

neighbourhood off Upper East 
Coast Road. A dog barked and 
we heard the pitter patter of paws 
coming from above the false ceiling 
of this 1950s-built bungalow. 
Minutes later, there was a whiff of 
pandan (Pandanus amaryllifolius) 
scent. With torchlights in hand 
and our ears pricked, we spent 
the next few minutes scanning the 
movement in the trees of the front 
garden. 

A pair of orange lights (also known 
as eye-shine) flashed back at us, 
and a mask-like face was revealed 
among the leaves of a chiku tree 
(Manilkara zapota). It was the 
guest we were expecting – a 
Common Palm Civet (Paradoxurus 
musangus), one of Singapore’s 
last native urban wild carnivorans, 
also fondly known as Toddycat or 
Musang. 

“How exciting!” recounts Vilma 
D’Rozario. Together with civet 
researchers Xu Weiting and Fung 
Tze Kwan, all of whom are from 
the Vertebrate Study Group, 
Nature Society (Singapore), the 
trio embarked on a year-long 
camera trapping study between 
2016-2017 to learn more about 
the ecology and behaviour of 
these urban civets in this particular 
neighbourhood. 

An urban neighbourhood off 
Upper East Coast Road 
with small pockets of greenery. 

“Is that a Cat? 

But it looks kind of 
different . . .” 
If you are a night owl and have 
been out and strolling around 
in your neighbourhood in the 
evenings, you might have had 
a similar encounter with this 
medium-sized mammal. At a 
quick glance and under the cover 
of darkness, the civet may be 
mistaken for a domestic cat.

Contrary to popular belief, civets 
are not cats, nor closely related to 
them. They look different too. The 
Common Palm Civet has a long, 
slender and brownish grey body 
with spots on the sides, a long 
black tail that is almost the length 
of its body, and a characteristic 
black facial mask. 

In Singapore, the Common Palm Civet is the most common and widely 
distributed species of civet. We also have the rarer Small-toothed Palm 
Civet (Arctogalidia trivirgata) which is critically endangered at the 
national level, the Malay Civet (Viverra tangalunga), and the Large Indian 
Civet (Viverra zibetha), although the latter species has not been seen 
locally for at least 31 years. 

Unlike their rarer counterparts that are restricted to the nature reserves 
and fringing nature parks, the Common Palm Civets are able to adapt 
and live in lower-density residential areas, such as in Siglap, Bedok and 
Bukit Timah.
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Challenges of an 
urban Musang
 
Living in the city has its challenges. 
Civets need to move through the 
urban matrix to forage, look for 
mates and find suitable areas 
in which to reside. Small forest 
patches and lush gardens of 
private property serve as secure 
refugia for urban civets. 

However, these areas are slowly 
being lost to development plans 
and high-density housing. As 
natural habitats diminish, animals 
may have to cross roads to move 
between these green patches and 
risk collision with vehicular traffic. 
In addition, civets also face the 
threat of trapping as a result of 
human-animal conflict, sometimes 
causing fatal injuries to these 
animals. 

Civets are predominantly solitary. They are only in groups when 
females have young to care for. Females typically have one to two 
young. 

A tender moment between the adult female and her young, 
caught on a camera trap which was placed in a home 
garden area. 

Roof spaces make good hideouts for young civets. 

A large part of the civet’s diet consists of fruits. In urban areas, the civets commonly feed on the wild fruits of the fishtail 
palm (Caryota mitis) and figs, as well as fruits from gardens, such as papaya, rambutan and chiku. 

Civets also feed on animal prey including rodents (L), birds, reptiles, and insects such as grasshoppers (R) and crickets. 

Gardeners of our Forests. The Common Palm Civet 
consumes seeds intact and enhances germination of 
some plant species. Being highly mobile, this makes the 
civet a legitimate long distance seed disperser which 
plays an important ecological role in forest regeneration in 
Singapore. 

Future of the Common Palm Civet 
 
It is truly amazing that we still have a native wild 
carnivoran living amidst us in urban Singapore. 
However, for civets and other wildlife to continue to 
live in urban Singapore, forests, nature parks, and 
wild (less manicured) pockets of urban greenery 
within the urban matrix are crucial to support them 
by providing food, shelter and connectivity within our 
predominantly urban setting. 
 
If you enjoy watching wildlife around your 
neighbourhood, you can help by adopting wildlife-
friendly practices, such as planting up your private or 
community garden with native fruit-bearing shrubs 
and trees to provide food resource and vegetation 
cover to enhance connectivity for wildlife in the urban 
landscape. 
 
Every little effort matters and, together, we can 
celebrate and co-exist with the Musangs in our midst. 
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Every little effort matters and together, we can celebrate and 
co-exist with the Musangs in our midst. 

What to do if you encounter a Civet?  
 
- Appreciate it from a distance. 
-  Don’t feed the Civets or leave pet food or fruits 

unattended. 
-  If a Civet is injured, call NParks Animal Response 

Centre (1800 476 1600) or ACRES Rescue Hotline 
(9783 7782) for assistance. 

 
For more information on civets in Singapore, visit the 
Common Palm Civet Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/singaporecivet/) 
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Falkland Islands
Feather & Fur 

Text & Photos by
Bjorn Olesen

The Falkland Steamer Duck (Tachyeres brachypterus) is endemic to the Falkland Islands, where it is widespread and 
common, occurring in low-lying coastal areas and nearby ponds. It is essentially flightless, and adults have no enemies, 
except for the occasional sea lion.

M ost people, like me, did not have 
much knowledge about the Falkland 

Islands before the 74-day war in 1982. 
I lived in Penang at the time, and can 
clearly remember listening to the daily 
BBC bulletins about the war and the heavy 
casualties on both sides.
 
Today, some 40 years later, Falkland Islands 
are one of the last unspoilt wilderness 
destinations, with miles and miles of 
stunning landscapes and an amazing 
wildlife all to yourself. The archipelago 
covers some 12,000 sq km comprising two 
main islands - East Falkland, West Falkland, 
and close to 800 smaller islands with a tiny 
population of around 3,400 inhabitants. 
 
With no hunting pressure, our exploration 
of the wild Falkland Islands was enlivened 
by the very approachable wildlife. We saw 
some of the Southern Ocean’s largest 
colonies of the Southern Rockhopper 
Penguin, in addition to Southern Sea Lion, 
Southern Elephant Seal, five species of 
penguins, Striated Caracara, Cobb’s Wren 
and the endemic Falkland Steamer Duck, 
just to mention a few.
 
For many, the Falklands are synonymous 
with a natural environment, wildlife holidays 
and homely hospitality. During our one week 
stay, we spent time on Carcass, Bleaker 
and East Falkland Islands, which gave us 
an unforgettable wildlife experience with 
virtually no other visitors – a combination 
that Falkland Islands is known for. 
 
Carcass Island is located in the north-
western portion of the archipelago, and 
is part of the West Point Island Group 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area. It is 
an hour’s flight from the capital Stanley. The 
landscape is mixed, with rocky ridges, open 
plains and sandy beaches; the highest point 
is Mount Byng at 213 m.  

There is an abundance of wildlife on the 
island, which for more than 100 years 
has been kept free of invasive mammal 
predators like rats and mice.  Many ground 
nesting birds can be found here, including 
the endemic Cobbs’s Wren. Magellanic 
and Gentoo Penguins, as well as Striated 
Caracaras, also breed on the island. 

Falkland Islands are a stronghold for the Striated Caracara 
(Phalcoboenus australis), where it occurs along the rocky 
coasts feeding on carrion, primarily dead seabirds. In the 
past, it was heavily persecuted due to its attacks on weak 
or stranded sheep, leading to its localised extinction in 
many areas. The Striated Caracara is now restricted to 
smaller islands like Carcass island, where this friendly 
individual was spotted.

Falkland Islands Government Air Service (FIGAS) is basically 
the only option to get around the archipelago. It is very 
punctual and efficient. The aircraft type is the Britten-
Norman Islander, with a seating capacity of up to nine 
passengers, with a limited baggage allowance of 20 kg. 
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The Bleaker Island Group is also an 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, 
located off the south-eastern coast of East 
Falkland. It is a sustainably managed farm 
area with sheep and cattle, and easily 
reached via a 30-minute flight from Stanley. 

The island is mostly open, low lying 
heathland with several ponds providing 
good habitats for waterfowl like the 
endemic Falkland Steamer Duck. One of the 
highlights is the Rockhopper Penguin colony 
- only a short distance from the settlement.  
Gentoo and Magellanic Penguins, likewise, 
have well established breeding colonies on 
the island.
 
While on East Falkland Island, a visit to 
Volunteer Point is a ‘must do’. A two-hour 
4x4 drive from Stanley will take you through 
spectacular scenery before you get to this 
impressive lowland peninsula with a range 
of low cliffs, boulder beaches and extensive 
kelp beds in the ocean.  Volunteer Beach, 
with its high grassy banks provides ideal 
breeding habitats for three of Falklands’ 
penguins, including the islands’ largest King 
Penguin colony. 

In addition, there is a host of other species 
to be seen along the lagoons, which support 
a good variety of waterfowl. Volunteer 
Point is one of the most popular tourist 
destinations within the islands. However, 
when we were there, we only saw less than 
a dozen visitors.  

Southern Sea Lions (Otaria flavescens) observed on Bleaker 
Island. It is a social species living in groups of multiple 
females with one or several males who defend their territory. 
The Southern Sea Lion has been recorded following Dusky 
Dolphins feeding on the fish they herd together. 

Juvenile and female Southern Elephant Seal (Mirounga 
leonina) on Carcass Island. This species is an incredible diver 
staying below for more than 20 minutes to hunt squid and 
fish at depths of 400 to 1,000 m. 

Moulting Macaroni Penguin (Eudyptes 
chrysolophus) seen on Carcass Island. 

November to February is prime wildlife-
viewing time. The average daytime 
temperature in January/February is 15 °C, 
and 6 °C at night. All four seasons may be 
experienced in one day, so be prepared 
accordingly with wind- and waterproof 
clothing and good walking shoes.

The annual number of overnighting tourists 
in the archipelago is less than 2,000; 
the main reason being the limited flight 
connections to Falkland Islands. Before 
the Covid Lockdown there was only one 
weekly flight from Chile and one from 
Brazil. In addition, there was a twice-weekly 
direct flight, known as ‘the airbridge’, from 
London through the Ministry of Defence, 
UK. Depending on availability, civilian 
passengers may also book these flights. 

Some cruise liners stop over for day-trips in 
a few main locations in the Falkland Islands 
on their way to Antarctica. Singapore 
citizens need to double-check regarding visa 
requirements. Apart from our international 
flights, all logistic arrangements were ably 
done by International Tours & Travel (www.
falklandislands.travel), and all domestic 
flights, bookings in guesthouses, hotels 
and lodges on the various islands worked 
perfectly well. 

The Black-browed Albatross (Thalassarche melanophris) is 
heavily built, with a wingspan of up to 2.4 m. More than half 
of the world’s Black-browed Albatrosses breed around the 
Falkland Islands, where they nest in large colonies.  

Magellanic Penguin family (Spheniscus magellanicus) 
peering from their burrow on Carcass Island.  

The Falkland subspecies of White-tufted Grebe (Rollandia 
rolland rolland) is atypical among grebes in that many nests 
are not floating rafts, but built on grass clumps along lake 
banks. It feeds generally from the surface of the water and 
dives less often. 
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Bleaker Island is important for its colonies of various cormorants, and more than 8,000 pairs of the striking Imperial 
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax atriceps) breed there. 

A pair of Upland Goose (Chloephaga picta leucoptera) 
seen at East Falkland Island. The species is widely 
distributed in the archipelago, where it is common on 
greens and inlets in coastal areas.

The distinctive Blackish Oystercatcher (Haematopus ater) 
is a common shorebird along the rocky southern South 
American coasts.

Below: the Cobb's Wren (Troglodytes cobbi) is one of 
two species endemic to the Falkland Islands, where it 
is usually associated with areas of Tussac Grass (Poa 
flabellata), a tall and dense Falkland plant. The Cobb’s 
Wren can be found on offshore islands away from human 
settlements. 

Above: the Black-chinned Siskin (Spinus barbatus) has 
up to three broods a year. The nest is a neat cup of fine 
grasses, plant fibres and animal hair (sometimes sheep 
wool). Often seen in pairs and small groups, and larger 
flocks in the non-breeding season.

Southern Rockhopper Penguins (Eudyptes chrysocome) returning from sea to feed their chicks. It captures its prey by 
means of pursuit-diving, and according to one study, adults forage at up to 120 km away from the colony during the 
chick-rearing period.
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The King Penguin (Aptenodytes patagonicus) has an unusually prolonged breeding cycle, taking some 15 months from 
laying to offspring fledging. In the Falkland Islands, egg laying occurs from November to April. Foraging trips for the 
species here are comparatively short and the predominant prey item is Lanternfish (Protomyctophum choriodon). 

Sunset at East Falkland Island 
Ever-changing light conditions, rolling hills, rocky ridges and open 
seascapes provide spectacular settings for landscape photography. 

Below: Gentoo Penguins (Pygoscelis papua) returning 
from sea at Bleaker Island. When feeding on krill, they 
dive down to around 50 m, but when catching fish, they 
go well below 100 m. The Gentoo Penguin colony on 
Bleaker Island numbers around 3,500 pairs, and it was 
entertaining to observe the penguins repeatedly stealing 
nesting material from their neighbours. 

Bjorn Olesen is a retired corporate executive, award-winning 
wildlife photographer, passionate conservationist and a 
long-time member of NSS. He has travelled extensively in 
Asia, South America and Africa, documenting many critically 
endangered species. With his wife, Fanny, he has published 
three large format books about Asian wildlife. Photo of Bjorn 
on the beach by Fanny Lai. 
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Our
Legacy
Lives on . . .

with YOUR support!

A Brief History
1954 - The Singapore Branch of the Malayan Nature 
Society (MNS) was formed.
1991 - Renamed the Nature Society (Singapore) upon 
independence from MNS.
1992 - The Society’s logo, representing a Rhizophora 
tree from mangrove habitats, was adopted.
1993 - The first issue of Nature Watch was published.
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•  You’ll lend your voice and efforts to our cause of  

watching the wild, and watching over the wild.
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